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Editor's Note 

This third annual Newsletter comee t o  you with the notice of the Win* 
Meeting a t  which we look fonrard to  meeting a good lurmber of mmbere and 
friends, hoping that the weather will  not disrupt the arrangement6 this year. 

Following the note on cannon i n  Newsletter No. 2, particular thanlrs aPe 
due to T. Evans, P. Hutchison and 3. Shelley for their valuable contri- 
butions. I f  any member is interested i n  pursuing this l ine  of researoh the 
Seoretarp rill be pleased to  pass on the information so f a r  received. Thanks 
are also due to thoae who sent information about rainepfts. 

i 

The prblicationa of other societies are frequently a m e  of items of 
I interest  t o  W I R I 3 ,  and the Bulletin of the East Gbh tead  SwietxMo. 32, 

Spring 1982 contains a note by Miss R.M. Willatta on the iron grave slabs 
in  st; Swithun's Church, ~ a s t  Grinstead. Further affeld, the restomd blast  
furnace of Abbey Tintern a t  Chapel H i l l ,  fintern, Went is fully described 
i n  Hist0rica.f Metallurgy vol. 16 No. 1, 1982. It is hoped that this a i b ,  
whi-~ same members, wil l  be offiaial ly to the public 
during Bummer 1983. 

Letter from the Chairman 

Dear Members, 

I l i t t l e  thought, when I took on the job of Cbiman, that there would 
be so many things that I would become involtred in; for, though no% outwardly 
so, perhaps, WIRG is an active group on many levels. One has only to cast 
one's eyes through th i s  newsletter t o  see that. And much of the impetus fo r  
th i s  is due to your enthusiastic committee, to  whom my f i r s t  thaaks arre ex- 
tended. I w i l l  single out two of its members, ironically t2lough, for i t  is 
on the occasion of their  departure. Roger Ad- decided to  stand down this 
year, though he continues i n  active membership and will, I hope, carry on 
with his bloomery expriments a t  The Pheasantry. Leaving for farther afield 
is Stella Bellem, who was largely respormible for  the emellent  aevelopnent 
of the Iron Gallery at Anne of Cleves' Hom, hwes. To b o a  of t h e m  my 
particular gratitude for their  contribution to WIRG. 

WIRO is undergoiw a process of change. Through the national reoog- 
nition of the Chronicle Award, i n  particular, the group is being turaetd to, 
increasingly, a s  an authority. The evolution of the group i n  eastern Central 



Act iv i t i es  which were suggested and discussed were:- 

1. To carry out a survey of bloomery s i t e s  i n  a d i f fe ren t  area  t o  t ha t  
previously covered. A second area  surveyed would be compared with the 
findings i n  the f i r s t  area. The new area  t o  be covered w i l l  be half the  
s i z e  of the first area  surveyed. It was agreed tha t  the new area  chosen 
should be i n  West Sussex, centred on Balcombe and Handcross, e a s t  of Horsham, 
north-west of Haywards Heath and south of Crawley. 

2. To invest igate  a bloomery s i t e  i n  Scallands Wood. Pottery found at 
t h i s  s i t e  indicates  t h a t  t h i s  s i t e  is  l i k e l y  t o  be pre-Roman. 

3. To carry  out a foray on Ashdown Forest i n  the Camp H i l l  area. 

4. To invest igate  several  known water-powered s i t e s  where bloomery s l ag  
has been found t o  see whether there is any evidence t ha t  the s i t e  was pre- 
viously i n  use a s  a water-powered bloomery. Three s i t e s  were suggested - 
Roffey, Woolbridge, Coneyhurst Ghyll. B. Herbert agreed t o  research i n t o  
known water-powered bloomeries i n  other pa r t s  of the country t o  f ind  out 
what one would look l i ke .  

5. To follow trackways r e l a t ed  t o  iron-working s i t e s .  

6 .  A foray t o  look f o r  bog i ron  a t  a s i t e  near Blindley Heath. 

It was decided t o  include nos. 1 - 4 i n  t h i s  year ' s  programme and the 
following a c t i v i t i e s  and dates  were agreed. 

2 Oct - Water-powered s i t e  Roffey 
6 NOV - I I  I I  I t  Coneyhurst Ghyll 
4 Dec - 11 11 Woolbridge 
9 Jan - Bloomery survey 
5 Feb - II  7 1  

5 Mar - 11 I I  

9 Apr - Foray t o  Camp Hi l l ,  Ashdown Forest 
7 May - Foray to  Scalland Wood 

Any member wishing t o  know more of the Field Groupls 
a c t i v i t i e s  should contact the Secretary. 

H u g ~ e t t s  Farm 

Excavations have continued on t h i s  most in te res t ing  medieval s i t e  
although most of our team of diggers took a break during August and Sep- 
tember helping Mr. Money on h i s  s i t e  a t  Garden H i l l  and a l s o  a t  the Roman 
T i l e  Kiln at  Cansiron. Pr io r  t b  t h i s  other a c t i v i t y  we planned most of 
the s i t e  and washed the many bags of pottery. A f a i r  amount of g lass  has 
a l so  been found, some of which is very f i n e  and obviously of a high quali ty.  
Another in te res t ing  f ind was the  bowl and partial stem of a clay pipe which 
is  to  be examined by an expert. 

We s t a r t ed  again a t  the  beginning of October and the  f i r s t  Sunday's work 
mostly consisted of weed clear ing and general tidying of the s i t e .  Our 
general plan t h i s  year is to  invest igate  the d i tch  and dig a sect ion across 
i t  t o  ascer ta in  the composition of the various layers  t o  t r y  t o  decide on 
its probable use. I would l i k e  t o  take t h i s  opportunity of thanking every- 
one who helps us aild t o  say t h a t  we a r e  always loo&ng f o r  fu r ther  help so 
t h a t  we can complete the excavation. I f  anyone is in te res ted  please contact 
a i t he r  Dot Meades (Buxted 3131) or  Shei la  Broomfield (Eiildenborough 838698). 
We dig on a l t e rna t e  Sundays and previous archaeological experience is not 
necessary but a &-inch pointing trowel is! S.B. 



Sussex has l e f t  a nucleus of our membors i n  t ha t  area ,  and I believe tha t ,  
i f  we a re  be t te r  t o  f u l f i l  t h i s  increasingly important ro l e ,  we must spread 
our membership more widely and thoroughly across the Weald, and seek out new 
members par t icu la r ly  i n  areas  where our present first-hand knowledge is in-  
substantial .  Furthermore, as WIRG becomes more nationally known and respec- 
ted,  so we, i n  turn, must be more aware of research i n  other areas,  both i n  
Br i ta in  and abroad, and of the relevance of seeing our own s tud ies  i n  re la-  
t ion  t o  and i n  the l i g h t  of those of others. 

Two manifestations of our r o l e  have been inv i ta t ions  to  address the 
Archaeological Conference of the Sussex Archaeological Society i n  Lewes and 
the Symposium on Early Furnace Technology a t  the Br i t i sh  Museum, both i n  
October . 

By the time you read t h i s ,  I hope you w i l l  have received your Bulletin. 
I an sorry for  the delay, but I hope the contents w i l l  make waiting for  i t  
worthwhile. Richard S a v i l l e t s  paper on the Ful lers  is somewhat of a depar- 
tu re  fo r  WIRG, i n  its scale. I hope we s h a l l  be able  t o  publish others of 
s i m i l a r  importance i n  the future. 

With my best  wishes for  Christmas and the New Year, 

Yours sincerely,  

Jeremy Hodgkinson 

Field Group Act iv i t i es  

Early i n  1982 the group completed the walking of the route of the pro- 
posed Uckfield bypass, i n  order t o  record f inds  of archaeological i n t e r e s t  
p r ior  t o  the i r  possible destruction. On 13th February about f i f t e e n  members 
traversed the route from Horsted Pond (TQ 472189) t o  some 300n beyond Iron 
Peartree Corner (TQ 489179), and on 6 th  March a party of about ten  members 
completed the route from Horsted Pond t o  the Eiver Uck (TQ 462207). 

A description of the f inds  follows, beginning a t  the River Uck and 
going on t o  Iron Peartree Corner. 

The f i r s t  item of i n t e r e s t  was a flat area of about 50m x 100m, beside 
a bend i n  the r i ve r  and a l i t t l e  t o  the SW of the route (TQ 467197). It 
appeared t o  have been a r t i f i c a l l y  f la t tened,  and a fu l l i ng  r 1 1 i l 1  was post- 
ulated although no f inds  were made other than teazels  growing along the 
r i ve r  bank a few metres away. 

A t  TQ 470193 a level led area of about 100111 x 3011 ran p a r a l l e l  with the 
r i ve r  and about 3OOm SW of it. This again was d i g h t l y  SW of the route. 
Slag, broken brick and t i l e s  were found, and a scat ter ing of s l ag  continued 
t o  a small wooded hollow a t  TQ 471193. On the eastern s ide  of t h i s  w a s  
discovered a layer of red brickdust about 15cm thick,  and the poss ib i l i ty  
of a brickworks was discussed. 

Nothing fur ther  of i n t e r e s t  was seen u n t i l  the eastern s ide of the ~ 2 6  
w a s  reached, when a sca t te r ing  of bloomery s lag  was found on the f i e l d s  
from TC 472189 to 475188, together with a few pieces of clay pipe stem. 
Two pottery sherds were found i n  Horsted Pond Wood, oneofthem probably 
medieval. There were no fur ther  f inds ,  and i t  was concluded tha t  t h i s  
section of the bypass would not damage any s i t e s  of archaeological i n t e r e s t ,  

R,L. 
Field Group Act iv i t i es  f o r  1982/83 

On 12th September 19 members met a t  Huggetts Farm f o r  the annual Field 
Group meeting t o  discuss ideas for  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  the coming season. 
Apologies were received from S. Broomfield, K. Butler,  R.  Ogilvie-Watson, 
B. Jacomb-Hood. 



Awards presented included those by Lloyds Bank, Br i t i sh  G a s ,  Country Life ,  
I l l u s t r a t ed  London Rews, and Legal and General. Dr .  Peter Fowler, a s  Chairman 
of the judges fo r  the BBC Chronicle Award, described and praised the WIRG 
entry. Although other e n t r i e s  had been scarcer  than formerly, and of lower 
qual i ty ,  that of WIRG was f u l l y  up t o  previous shor t  list standard. Your 
President then accepted the  winner's goblet from M r .  Macfarlane, and a cheque 
for  %lo0 was l a t e r  received from the BBC. 

A t  the informal party which followed WLRG representatives were ab le  t o  
meet notables and f r iends  fromthaarchaeological world. C.F.T. 

The WIRG Exhibition i n  the new Ashdown Forest  Centre 

The new Ashdown Forest Centre, TQ 433324, on the road between Wych Cross 
and Colemans Hatch is  composed of three old Sussex barns reclaimed and made 
i n t o  one building. Here w i l l  be the Forest Rangers' Depot and the Conserva- 
tors '  administrative off ices .  An Exhibition Za l l  with permanent displays and 
information stands with l e a f l e t s  e tc .  w i l l  be on the ground f loor ,  ups ta i r s  
a gal lery  for  temporary exhibitions. The Wealden Iron Research Group has 
been asked t o  mount the f i r s t  exhibit ion there. 

With photographs, drawings and t ex t  i t  is intended t o  show the develop- 
ment of the Iron Industry on and around A,?hdown Forest  from the bloomeries 
of the Iron Age to the l a t e  15th century, followed by that of the  b l a s t  
furnace and forge introauced in to  England from the Continent i n  1494. 

The introduction t o  the exhibit ion deals with the geology, metallurgy, 
ore and charcoal without which there would have been no i ron  smelting here. 
From t h i s  follows the ear ly  his tory of the industry,  the bloomeries, the 
d i rec t  method, t h a t  is, man-power only, of making small quant i t ies  of wrought 
i ron  i n  a day from pre-Roman times u n t i l  the l a t e  15th century. Then with 
the introduction of the b l a s t  furnace and forge and the  use of water-power 
a s  much a s  a ton o r  more of c a s t  i r on  could be made i n  a day. This had t o  be 
refined i n  a conversion forge t o  remove the impurit ies t o  produce wrought 
i ron  and the products required, from cannon and shot t o  the ordinary domestic 
a r t i c l e s ,  f irebacks,  e tc .  

Lastly,  an account of W I R G t s  a c t i v i t i e s  and objectives w i l l  explain the 
pa r t  the Society has played i n t o  the research of the  his tory of the industry. L.F. 

The Welsh National Museum a t  Cardiff 

A s  reported i n  Newsletter No. 2, i n  1981 a group from the Museum v i s i t ed  
Roger Adamst experimental bloomery and took video tape recordings f o r  the 
Iron Age exhibi t  and the  redesigned Archaeological Galleries.  

In  the  Spring of 1982 an inv i ta t ion  was received t o  at tend the reopening 
of the Gal ler ies  as par t  of the Museum's 75th Birthday Celebrations. Unfor- 
tunately,  Roger was unable t o  at tend,  but, being on holiday near Hay-on-Wye, 
my daughter and I were able  t o  go t o  the evening ceremony. 

It is qui te  a f a s t  road down through Nerthyr Tydfil  and the f i r s t  pa r t  
over the Brecon Beacons has marvellous scenery. 

The Museum is a f i ne  building and I wish we had been able t o  see more of 
i t  but we had l i t t l e  time t o  spare before Professor Glyn Daniel opened the  
proceedings i n  the  Lecture Theatre. H i s  theme "The Mirror of the Welsh Pasty7 
surveyed the study of Welsh History, its h is to r ians  and t h e i r  ideas from its 
semi-folk lo re  beginnings t o  the present day, ending with such names as 
Mortimer Wheeler and Cyr i l  Fox under whom he had s t a r t ed  h i s  career a t  Cardiff. 

Then moving ups ta i r s ,  he cu t  the ceremonial tape t o  declare the re- 
designed Gal ler ies  open. 



L i t t l e  Cansiron Roman T i l e  Kiln 

While f i e l d  walking i n  the area of L i t t l e  Cansiron Farm, f lar t f ie ld ,  Giles 
Swift noted a sca t t e r  of Roman t i l e  on the ploughed surface & TQ 456384. 
Bloomery s lag  was a l so  present on the f i e l d ,  possibly from the surface of a 
trackway where i t  would have been used as metalling. ,The s ibe  was threat-  
ened by fur ther  cul t ivat ion,  so with the helpful co-operation of the land- 
owners a rescue excavation w a s  carried out by the Sussex Archaeological Field 
Unit under the direct ion of David Rudling and with help from many W B G  
members. This revealed a t i l e  k i l n  and associated s t ructures ,  which have 
now a l l  been covered up pr ior  to  completion of tile excavation during 1983. 
The s i t e  l i e s  about ikm from the large Roman ironworking centre of Great 
Cansiron, with which i t  may be assumed to  have been connected. M.T. 

Walk and AGM, 17th July 1982 

On 17th July,  a perfect  summer's day, some 35 members of WIRG and the i r  
families met to  explore the remains of the i ron  workings of St.  Leonardls 
Forest. We were led  by Mr. Peter Benner and accompanied by Mr. Gregory, 
who had been with E. Straker during his or iginal  study of the s i t e .  We 
v is i ted  the s i t e s  of the forges and furnaces on the bays of Hammer and 
Hawkins Ponds, both ponds looking much a s  they did i n  S t raker1s  day, and on 
the smaller bays fur ther  down stream. Following our foray, during which 
we disturbed a deer, we adjourned t o  Warninglid Village Hall f o r  a reviving 
t ea  and the AGM. 

O u r  Chairman reported on the varied a c t i v i t i e s  of WIRG during the pas t  
year, including the progress of the book "Iron Industries of the Weald1! 
and on preparation of an exhibit ion a t  the Ashdown Forest Centre. The 
presentation of the Chronicle Award, f u l l y  reported i n  national and loca l  
papers, had increased awareness i n  mapy national i n s t i t u t i ons  and loca l  
soc ie t ies  of WIRG's work. It is hoped that the Chronicle Goblet, which was 
on display a t  the meeting, w i l l  be put i n  the Iron Gallery of Anne of Cleves 
Museum i n  Lewes. The BBC1s cheque f o r  &I00 and that for  &250 from the 
Robert Kiln Trust w i l l  go on deposit. 

The o f f i ce r s  and Committee elected for  the coming year were:- 
Chairman - Jeremy Hodgkinson 
Vice Chairman - Dot Meades 
Secretary - Sue Swift 
Treasurer - Reg Houghton 
Bul le t in  Editor - David Crossley 
Cmfnittee - Sheila Broomfield, David Combos, Pam Combes, L i l l i a n  

Funnell, Brian Herbert, Alan Scot t ,  Giles Swift, 
Margaret Tebbutt 

Auditor - Daphne Abbott 

Following the meeting M r .  Peter Benner gave an in te res t ing  and amusing 
account of h i s  researches i n to  the his tory of the Gratwick family and of the 
ironworkings i n  the Forest between the ear ly  p a r t  of the s ixteenth century 
u n t i l  t he i r  destruction by the Parliamentary forces i n  the 1640s. A.D. 

B r i t i sh  Archaeological Awards 1981 

On 20th April 1982 your President, Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary and 
one other member of the committee ( the number invi ted was limited) attended 
the presentation of these awards a t  the Br i t i sh  Museum. I n  the absence of the 
R t .  Hon. Michael Heseltine, Secretary of S ta te  f o r  the Environment, atanemer- 
gency Cabinet meeting, the presentations were made by M r .  Neil Macfarlane M.P., 
the Under Secretary. On the platform t o  welcome the Minister was D r .  David 
Wilson, Director of the Br i t i sh  Museum, and the chair  was taken by M r .  Robert 
Kiln, founder of the  Kiln Archaeological Trust ( a  benefactor of WIRG). 



The new layout is very well organised, with exhibi ts  from Neolithic to 
Medieval times displayed i n  large glass  cases. A painted wall f r i eee  
depicts reconstructions ranging from "A l i ba t ion  i n  3000 BCH t o  the Roman 
v i l l a  at  Glantwit Manor. 

Each display has a tape recorded t a lk  i n  Welsh o r  English, available by 
plugging a small ear-phone s e t  in to  an  adjacent socket. 

The video displays a r e  s imilar ly  bi-lingual. One we saw showed present 
day f l i n t  knapping. Alas, we discovered tha t  our recording was one & 
several  which could not be processed i n  time fo r  the opening. I must say 
tha t  the  excellent r e f r e s b n t s  provided consolation, and when you pay a 
v i s i t ,  it w i l l  undoubtedly have been insta l led.  R.G.A. 

Yorkshire Iron 

Last August J stayed a t  the pi l lage of Lastingham on the edge of the 
North Yorkshire Moors i n  one of a range of cottages or igfnal ly  bui l t  f o r  " 4 
miners working the Rosedale i ron  mines some four milea away. 

The mines commenced working i n  1856. The l a s t  f i n a l l y  shut  down i n  
1926. A railway was b u i l t  up the dale and northward over the moors to feed 
the furnaces of Middlesborough - it closed i n  1929. 

Several reminders of t h i s  period appear i n  t h i s  beautiful  c o u n m d e .  
Sketchily guarded mine sha f t s ,  grass  covered furnace s lag  beds of the old 
railway l i n e  and its sidings and scat tered stones. On the h iUe ide  above 
Bosedale vi l lage still stand the great  stone arches of the calcining k i l n s  
whore the ore  was burnt before transportation. I n f r o n t  of them are  the 
heaps of Waste half covered with vegetation. 

There is so@ evidence of Iron age and Romano-British i ron  working i n  
the general area  though not i n  Rosedale. Medieval bloomeries are documented 
and have been found i n  neighbouring dales. An in te res t ing  example excavated 
i n  1963 a t  Postgate Farm i n  Glaisdale is reported as being Ifbuilt i n  an oval 
hollow, pa r t l y  rock cut  and par t ly  stone l ined mamuring 8 f t  long, 3 f t  
wide and 2 f t  deep. A mass of i ron  atone and s lag  was whedded i n  the  base". 
The s i t e  was s i tuated high on the valley s ide  and sherds of the 13th and 
14th  century were found associated with it. 

The Ryedale Folk Museum a t  nearby Huttoil l e  Hole is  well worth a visit. 
Among many fascinat ing exhibi ts  and r e b u i l t  and restored buildings ' a  l a *  
Singleton may be seen a col lect ion of tools  and wares from small l oca l  firms, 
who i n  the' l a t t e r  part o f ' t he  19th c e n t h y  cas t  their own i ron  wars *om 
posts  t o  f i replaces  and cooking ranges i n  sand and other moulds. R.G.H. 

'When Sussex was Middlesbrough' 

Our member Bob Dyer has i n  h i s  possession a cut t ing from &he Observer 
newspaper for  Sunday September 27th 1931 which contains a review, under the 
above heading, of the then newly published 'Wealden Iron' by Ernest Straker. 
Tha reviewer enthusias t ical ly  recommends the book, re fe r r ing  t o  the author 
a s  "the arch p r i e s t  of the Sussex and Kent BloorneryrF and suggesting t h a t  h i s  
extensive researches W e  h i m  "perhaps the only man who could t e l l  the f u l l  
story" of the Wealden i ron  industry. WIRG's debt t o  Strakar w i l l  be f u l l y  
recognised and acknowledged i n  the publication of the new 'Iron Industr ies  
of t he  Wealdr, which we hop* w i l l  a t t r a c t  equally enthusias t ic  reviews. M.T. 

Corrections 

WIRG Bulle t in  14  (1978) p.5. Rushlake Green Bloomery. The correct  g r id  
reference should read TQ 614172. 

Index to  Bul le t ins  13 to  17. Coin, Roman 14-15. - 



WIRG Publications for  s a l e  

The following publications a r e  available from: 
Mr. B.K. Herbert 
1 S t i r l i n g  Way 
East  Grinstead, 
Sussex, RHI.9 3HG. 

Prices  quoted include postage. 

A Gun-casting Furnace a t  Sca r l e t t s ,  Cowden, Kent 
By: D.W. Crossley £0.90 79 

An Abandoned Medieval Indus t r ia l  S i t e  at  Parrock, Hartfield 
By: C.F. Tebbutt 80.35 5'0f , 

9 t 
The baava t ion  of a Late 16th/Early 17th Century Gun-casting # 1 

I 
h s n a c e  at  Maynard' s Gate, Crowbo~ough, Sussex 1975-1976 f 

By: 0. Bedwin $0.75 -0 

The Excavation of Three Roman Bloomery Furnaces a t  
Hartfield,  Sussex By: C.F. Tebbutt 

78 
--ce 

Wealden Bloomery Iron Smelting Furnaces 2 
99 

(Survey of Wealden Bloomeries covering area of approx.200h ) 
By: C.F. Tebbutt $0.75 r;d .. 

12 
Bulletin of the Wealden Iron Research Group. Vols 1 to  2f each £0.75 Ti!, 

v01s 17 each Z0.W 7 
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