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Editor's liote 

In this second annus1 :?ehnlt.t+er may I 3raw your attention particularly to two 
itema asking for infomatior,, or, -.on and minepits. Ous widespread mabumhip 
most eurely include oome ,&.o i r e  able to help wlth thene projects - do please wnd 
in any relevant material yoii may have. 'de are alwaya glad to receive nsns itaa on 

I matters of interest to -klW;, and welcome cements on the meetings and elroarcriams. 

Included with th i s  Xewsletter is the index to Bulletins 1? to 17, completing 
the indexing of the PA format k l l e t i n s .  The new f o m - t  Bulletins w i l l  be inded 
i n  dw courae. 

I WEG'a aff i l ia t ion to the Sussex Archaeological Soc iee  ent i t les  1%pobem to 
ues the Society's unique library a t  Barbicari Eouse, Lewes. EPmmbera washing to avail 
thsmlsalvee of this fac i l i ty  ahould contact the Treasurer who w i l l  pass the Group's 
af f i l ia t ion card to them. The l ibrary ia  open for reading (books may not be re- 
moved) Froa 10.00 to 17.00 each weekday throughout the year. 

h t t e r  from the Chairman 

bar h m b r s ,  

Let me begin t h i a ,  ;: i b z a ~  l e t t e r  as Char-, with some vorde of thsaksr 
f i r s t l y  to Daphne AS -.t-, rho has stood down from the C o d t t e e  th is  rear ipBer 

i 
marly years which have include4 some valuable work as b a s u r e r  of tha Groug. We 
have not 1st her go completely a s  her services have been r e t a m d  for when the 
acoouuts need auditing. Secondly, I m e t  put on paper my thanka to Dot Mads8 for 
steering WIRG through the l a s t  two yeara. It was largaly her wrds that ~ m a a r i s e d  
m ' r  act iv i t ies  for our submias~on to t.he judges who conferred on W i X  the 
Chronicle A w a r d  for 1981. I am glad to eay that Dot remaina on the Committee as 
Vioe-Chairman. 

The paat year has been an active one, as usual. A t  our Winter KeetFag 
heard H e m  Cleere outline the research proceeding in huPpe in& ear4 raetdllm 
gioal industries, and how the early iron industry of the Weald oan bs seen ia fh. 
context of the spread of technology in  the ancient world. What was also interest- 
ing was the varying attention paid to this  subject i n  s e e r  ooantriea, and how eig- 
nificant gape exist  in research in some parts of thc continent. 

New sites oontinue to  be identified, both of the bloomery period, &re muoh 
work has a t i l l  to be done, and i n  the post-Medieval era, wilere i t  might be expeaten 
that f ie ld  research has already been fa i r ly  comprehensive. Our knowledge of si tes,  
both new and familiar, has been greatly enhanced by the work o f  professionals whose 
expertise, often informal and i n  their spare time, has been put a t  our disposal. 
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Kn recognition of th is ,  the Committee have had pleaaura i n  bestowmg Eonorary Wa, 
b r s h i p  on Dr. Oven Eedwin, of the h a e x  Archaeological Field Unit, a d  Dr. Tony 
Clark, of the Department of the kvimmpsnt. 

This year has also seer1 t h e  neu fomat  of the Bulletin. I hope ym will agree 
that,, v i thout  a Ions i n  sluality, the Bulletin i e  now ja a mha oonvelrient eize. F$ 
thenkn t o  David Crosuieq- f o r  the continuing a& r?c its editing. 

Cine exclflr% item of l a t e  neve b s  been the &ismvery of an imporbxit p u p  of 
do-nts dealing with Wealden i m n  vorks i n  the Beatoration =rid. %e w b r e -  
a h u t a  of  these panem hzd beer! unluiovn f o r  thim jezs  a d  it i n  3w 'co the vigi- 
lance of one of m r  wmbers. Jean Shelley, that they '$am been l>cated i n  Saasex. 

Finally, T need hardly remrnd you that  the O f f i c e r s  and Comaittee are &ways 
interested to hear of the activities of nenbers and, eqmlly.  m e r  irzP~smation 
on f ie ld  work, excavations an2 other a ~ w c t s  of tlIBC-1s pm- can be obtained= 
from the?&. 

Ey best wishes to you fo r  G h s i s b s  4 the New Ye=. 

Jeremy EoQkinson 

Last sea on t h ~  hleld t:roup held several foraje fiela-walkmg the route 04 the 
propuse6 Gckfielci/~aresfield bypaan. Several i n t e r e s t k g  r e a h r e s  were fa-. inc 
lud~ng a cave, p a r t  L T  r Brsnze Age axe, and f l i n t  sites. The last two forays had 
ts be cancelled becauee of tide foot-and-mouth outbreak. There w i l l  be twa forays 
thie weaann to complete field-walking this mute. 

On 6th September the "le ld  Croup held its aarmal meeting to plan a pmgrame of 
a c t i v i t i e s  fo r  the coming vinter/s&i.ng Beason. A n\rmbsr of projects were proposed 
and it was decided i r , i t i a l ly  hc hold a eingle faray fo r  each project i n  order to det- 
ermine the f eas ib i l i t y  of PrtT er  xeaearch. 

The proparme fa-. ? !  ; 0 W'  ilter is: 

10 Octobsr - Survey 2:' ninepita, Berth Clays Parm, Hartfiela, This is  part of a 
reaenrch project into minepi ts  and m i n i n g  techniques. . 

lk  Hovecber - V i s i t  to a chalk doniland sita to look f o r  evidence of the use of 
flint ~q bloofmries there, follovieg the discovery of bunt flint 

d 
in the Saxon bloomery excavated on ABMown Pbns t .  

12 Decamber - V i s i t  to Ashburnham - an eaauple of  a forge/-ce site whe-w 
buildings and trackveye e t i l l  exist. 

16 ~anuarg) - Uckfield uypaes field-malking 
73 Rbruary) 

1 3  Harch - V i s i t  to Oldlands to examine the site as a whole, looking for  track- 
ways a r o d  t29e s i t e ,  w i t h  a view t o  w&cing e p l v l  of the area. 

17 A p r i l  - A Saxon site. The Saxon period represents a gap i n  KX's howledge. 
Ibcumentary w o r k  has to be done before deciding what pract ical  
a c t i v i t i e s  can be carried out on a foray. 
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The Bnggetta-Greenhrat excavation is am%- under tbe dircotioa of Do%- 
lbadea (Buxted 31 9) and Sheila M i e l d  (Hildmbomu@ 8386981. 'Lbs dig take* 
plaw fortai&tly and anyone intenstad in joining in &odd amtact the h e t o r s .  

Any membar i n t e n s t e d  in  joining the Field Gronp sboPld ~mtaet Sue Swift. 

Am part of a project to research into -pits which pmrided the ore for tha 
YealCen Iron iminstry, two minepita were exmvated in July 1961 in -pit Yood 
¶'c 523338. 

The one p i t  ful ly excavated was 2.5 a dmp, 3.5 m diarPctsr a t  the lap. !l!here 
wan no belling out vithin the pit.  quite the reverae in fact, with the p i t  tapering 
to a diameter of 0 . 5  m a t  the bottom. 

There wan ~osre  evidence that  claj,  possibly fo r  marling -8s. was alm 
being extracted fmsa these pi  1s. 

The shape of the p i t s  was simila to thoae excavated at Petley Yooa lvuv Battle 
(TQ 265175)(~attle and D i s t .  Xist. Sac. 1951-52 and 1952-53). a t  Benunlls b o u  
near 5 B a n -  (TQ 634142)(r~ Bulletin Eo 14). 

During the autumn, as  part of the Field Group foraja, J. survey wrs carried out 
OP the minepits in -re Shaw, North C l a p  Parm, Hartfield. 

If w members know of, o r  discover. of the ama l l  type of piespits which 
Straker called "bell pits" perhapa thev could drop me a l ine  giving a six-fim 
grid reference and an indication of approjaate numbers or  acraage covs%wd. Please 
w r i t e  to G. Swift, W i e l d s ,  Withyham, Hartfield, Sussex. GS 

A s  we had been held up by the very vet weather e ~ r l i e r  in the year we dug a l l  
week a t  the enr? of July. This proved hi&ly weoassful eno we h o p  to lake thia an 
eanual occurenoe. We w ~ r e  ve r j  fc  e u n a t e  with the meather end a d d  a grest deal. 
A new area has been op~le6 ;nd quite n b i t  of p o t t e g  turned up, as ~ e l l  as a 
d l  glass or mj-stal batton with a metal shank whioh may be 18th oan-. We also 
found tvo piecsa of Iron of uncertaiu w e  or data, Traces of d l 8  hs*s b8- folmd 
and planned. 

Anthony S t m e t e a  visi ted the sits uhilat he vaa exoavating at-n Hi l l  w i n g  
the aumer and had a look a t  the pottery fmm our site. He has said that  the majority 
found 60 far i a  l3th centwy with some f4th and a p a t  deal of late 15th and early 
lh*% century date, but l i t t l e  later. He has promised that, &en the excavation i a  
completed, he w i l l  63 through the pottery in greater detai l  and produce a report for 
as. We are of courae very p t e f u l  to him for all  h i s  assistance. 

Excavation w i l l  be continuing on alternate Sundays, weather permitting, but if 
you are in any doubt as to vhether we are disging or not please give ei ther Dot 
Keades (-5uxts5 3931 ) o r  qyaelf, Sheila a'oomfield, (Eildedwr@ 828698) a ring. 

Of course 1 w L o t  f in ish  without thanking everyone who has braved the vagua- 
r i e s  of the English weather and given up their  time to help us. SB 



Several b1-q ~pslts have been tr ied a t  Xlmaaautq site h r h g  tkm psllt 
par, one yielding a amall blolm of usable staely. iron which, dtar sixteen ~~~~~S, 
was wmwhat encouraging. Thia wae aleo the first t h  we had mado iron i n  a arm 
elag-tapping m e l t  and the finmami use aut partly into t h  grrmmd aa at Eolbean Wood 
end othar sites. Thia of Puraece oan be made with far lens effor t  and i e  muah 
strongar than th3 above-gmuud type, ard we had no trouble h rising damp. Phe 
opersting procedure was to pre-heat the ibnaoa, quiokly rake it out, and then fill 
to tq).ars level w i t h  cold charcozl, dampen this sli&tly then re-!cirulle above Were 
lev81 and m a l t  in the no& vay. A cley l i d  in two halres v a ~  kept on a# much a# 
possible to keea the heat higher in the charge, tlms inorsssing tha Wpth of the 
reaction eon0 vithout nsinp more air, and tbia a a ~ -  have tha aam effect  as narmwiag 
in the tap of the furnace. 

I think we should try to avoid slag-tapping at preeent. Whan the s lag bath is 
forming o o m c t l y  there is a need to @t r i d  of exoana slag, but otharwiae tPpping 
can npeet the atmosphere and canae the &y oxidieing conditions which we cannot a t  
th is  correct. The experirosnta an, continuing. - 

During October a video-film of one of our bl-ry experiments waa made by the 
firm unit f r o m  the National Mureurn of Wales directed by the Research Assistant in a 

Bornan Archaeology, nichsrd Brewer. !!?As is to be used a s  part of tbe Muaeumls dis- 
play i l lus t ra t ing ancient industries, and a oopy of the film has beer, pmmiaed to W I X .  &Tb 

e t h f o r d  Bloomslrv. Worth. TQ 359382 

Archaeoaagnetic testa have shown a date a t  variance w i t h  the evidence of asso- 
ciated medieval (?) pottery. A date in the 4th century AD, 3r conceirably the 1 s t  
century 4D, i a  now thought likely. De4ails of current aotivity can be had from the 
Chairman. JSH 

.4nuual General Meetinn and &cursion 

Prom Mayfield a pleasant walk took us down an old paen  lane, once a ma-- 
mad, to Mayfield Furnace. It was a pity to find on arrival that the road builders 
ha4 braaged the top of th., bay in an effor t  to ease the gradient a t  the valley 
bottom. 

The old pond is now a stream in a peacem vallay to the west, but, on the other 
side, a 'bearg an6 an oak trough in the pool and old brickvork in the bank give clear - 
evidence of the furnace. The cutting down of trees and undergrowth to the south ha2 
revealed the position of a cannon boring m i l l  w i t h  a amall bay, on a tributary stream. 
However, by the time q f  our v i s i t ,  brzmblee and vegetation had begun to camouflage 
the area again and, in spite of much scratching about, very l i t t l e  in the way of slag 
or cannon mould was found. A walk down the path on the east side of the streem 
towards the probcble forge s i t e  showed that, a l t ho rn  clearance had revealed the l ine  
of leats  as ditches, new g r o w t h  was rapidly hiding them again snd the new planting of 
conifern made investigation impossible. After tea a popular minor f o r q  was a s t ro l l  
in the 8un down to Mayfield Church to  inspect the cast iron memorial slabs in'the floor. 

Followiw the b~.~einess meeting Pam Combes gave a very interesting accouxt of the 
documentary evidence r e l a t k g  to ahe ironmastera families in the Mayfield area. i19 



19m BBC ~ l m n i c l e  A- - A .f of tbe Gram's l51uxeueihl .nta 

hae raw eqmeaacd intsreet in t k  comtemt of this 
rules rqv- tbat 6 en- shwld b m ~  lvscn carried mt m ampletad fa tha 
la4t three ;Jslsrs. our en* thnYfon% inchdad tbs folloubgs- 

1. m d t i n g d d a ~ o f b l ~ ~ c e a i n a @ - a r s a a f l d .  ¶%h- 
the cdmhation of yeam' field mrk, asd m e d  tha af k Borm 
iabarrlg and eettl-t in tbh area. 

2. Zxumation of Cwpmk bl- site which psv infoxmatian 
on ftumce -6 axtd poeaible working astboda. 

3. Rescue excavation of a Saxon bloassr~ sib on AnMoun Foreat, uhich &pm~ tba 
first  logical evidmce of riaale Samn immu&hg in tim HI+$ mda. Rimam9 

! remixm of this paiod are rema in Mbh. 

I 
&. Ibrematian of a mdieval  b l v  sib osar East GrlnsPsad. (a t i l l  in w) 
fmm uhich we hope to learn rc3e about medieval PrmuuEs. 

I - 
5- lbtdllurgical Bp3rhent.s. The rathm inoonaistant redta of tbam empimined - tbe te-al aoPhistication of tb ancimt -1- pmcaaa, altbugk hvu bas been 
mado and for@. 

6. Doc-t-rg um&, collated w i t h  field work on poe+mdievd sitem, a d  a List 
of all lnunn bloonerg aitee. 

7. JHncatimml activities, inclndiDg &ice to iaditidnela. acbala n d  aoOieteS, 
identification of fir&, axm@ng ~om~es, givin& lectures and leading field viuita. 

8. Undertaking and advising on local and mufmm exbibitim, particmIarl$ tho- at 
Eartsd +fill and dsna of Cleves Souse, i m a .  

9. m i n i n g  and teking pmt in varione television and radio p n o v .  

Ve heme been M o d  that there vill be a -7 of this d in one of t h  
Chmnicle plmgmmms this mtlmn. IH 

Eewrbiag of Cannon 

Several examplee have been n o w  in this arsa of armurn displeDad by psi=* . aarara or local a n M t i e a .  If mfficient mimbem can be naoldsd this wdd f O m  

tb bssis of an intnasting a*. and tbs editor would lm glad to hear of amg fb?- 
e l p l e a  to mmkm. Sitea sa far rocadd iacluder- 

a 

Hayfield, Hi& st. TQ 587270 (me YIBG Bulletin 13(1978), ~ 4 3 )  
Wsthnm, Tbe G n a n  % 61rW6 
~ t o E a e t b o m n e r o s d .  WnShDp Fa647033-*- 

I fnt i l  mid-1981 a cannon stood at tb W be~ids the Star a c  hcma? 
(- to Ikrrmnr, Bay mad) at TQ 687062- Thin hrrs bwm u, and c b u U  

be partictiluru intomstad to huw i t n  pmasnt -baatn. 

Bot a l l  gum famd in thin area ars of 104 mwmfachTCJ: - a t  th. P- Sbop 
baa the inmeription uCbBBOIF 1829". Please mmd in ar&y maonla pa m, 
loca%ion w i t h  Bational G I ~ I I  mfemnce and mamren=mk of the eslmDn flw aq7 ha- 
cripUon or other feature. All infomaation w i l l  be ~pllbmly a - w .  m 



Exhibitions 

A window display was s e t  up a t  the Haywards Heath Building Society br inst 
Grinstead f ~ r  two weeks starting on 27th April. The Society had invi ted Mr. Woodrow 
of Haxted M i l l  in Kent (where there i s  a Wealden Iro: museum) to mount a die* 
saver t i s ing  h i s  museum. A s  he did not have any muitable exnibi ts  he borrowed a 
model water m i l l  fmm the Bri& on  w i n e e r i u m  -nd offered the rest of tha window 
to Wealden Ink. This proposal was accepte4, and the model of a bloomery furna- I. working area, normally on display a t  the M i J ,  was put on show. Finally, a road 
map of the loca l  area  was traced from the 24 inch map and all the b l a s t  furnaces, 
forges and watel m i l l s  located on it. 

Three ~ymbols were used to define the three industries;  these wege reproduced 
onto transparent f i lm using a photocopier. Each was folded about 140 and stack onto 
the map: thus giving a three Zimenaional e f f ec t ,  and a more in t e r e s t i ng  appearanoe. 

A s  recorded in the l a s t  Newsletter, the s l i d e  show with commentary a t  Haxted 
M i l l  m a  being r e b u i l t  t o  eliminate the "turning over" of the casse t te  tape a f t e r  . 
each f ive  ahows, a lso the 120 minute casset te  tapes previously used proved un- 
r e l i ab l e  a f t e r  prolonged use. The new system had shown i t s e l f  to be much more 
r e l i a b l e  during the year, despite the f ao t  t ha t  the tape i s  "rewoundt* to the atart 

- 
automatically a f t e r  each show; this has amounted t o  some 1000 times during the year. 

Tbis winter it is hoped t o  produce a question and anawer machine covering 
Wealden Iron and mil l ing mbjec ts ,  the idea being that eight q c e ~ t i o n s  msy be &sea 
out of sixteen,  and the correct  answer chosen from eight  push-button s w i t a h e s .  TO 
make it  mo% in t e re s t i ng  a time limit w i l l  be s e t  whilat choosing a question and 
whils t  answering it. IKB 

Museum of Sussex Local History, Anne. of Clevea llouae. Lewes 

!in occasion of par t icu la r  i n t e r e s t  t o  WIRG members was the opening in Ju ly  of - 
the  newly des ignedImn  Gallery a t  b n e  of Cleves House, the  ceremony being per- 
formed by C.F. Tebbutt. The digplay f o m s  par t  of the current reorgsnization and 
extension of the Lewes museum under the uirectior, of the curator Fiona m a d e n ,  and 
was the special  responei5i i i ty  ~r 'r..er iissistmt S t e l l a  Eellem. Aspects of the post- 
medieval i ron indus+ry in t?:a SJr;ai?i a re  illuatra*d by means of maps and diagrams, 
excavated mate-ial and f u l l  scale models. The boring o r  reaming bar  "rescued" by 
WIRG from &i.idingly is shown in working position, anc' a model of a c-n-~asting 
p i t  i s  based on Davic' Cmssley'a excavation a t  Pippingford furnace. There is a Cow 

prehensive collection of cas t  i m n  f i r e b ~ c k s .  Many members h e l p %  i n  the F* 
paration of the display which i s  open to  the public from mid-Feb- t o  FJwember, 
1000 - 1700 each weekday. M'I b 

"Roastin,q. Blooming o r  Smithin&?" 

An a r t i c l e  under the above heading, by James Cleland of the University of 
Cambridge Department of h t s l l u r g y  and Material Sciences, appecsed in Current Arch- 
aeology No 77 (May 1981). The substance of the a r t i c l e  was i n  the f i r s t  paragraph - 
"Please ca-I anyone f ind me some Roman smithing hearths?". The a r t i c l e  concluded with 
an appeal to archaeologists t o  inform him should Roman smithing hearths ?e die- 
oovered, and an of fe r  to  analyse s l a e  and other connected material. 

This seemed to  merit a reply, and one was sent  enc los iw  an offpr int  of 'The 
excavation of three Roman bloomery i'urnaoes a t  Rart f ie ld ,  Susi30~', S U ~ S ~ X  Archaeo- 
l o ~ i o a l  Collectionfl 117 (1979).  I n  expressing his thanks James Clrland P d d  

/ t r ibu te  



tribnte to the vork of KlflG a d  -dl that hie article had elicited a great deal of 
infomation vhieb he hope6 to collate, and offered to send along his llrumeoript for 
comment in &ue come. Wl! 

The Excavation of a late  16th ten* blast furnace a t  Patsfordl, Eerslamnceux 
Ezst Shesex, 1975" by OVCpl yeawin. Yost-MeVal Archeologe 14(19803, 83-112 

the vi@lzmce of our member Tennis '9- the s i te  of the lM oentury 
corn m i l l  a t  RatsforE, d a r b l e b ~ ,  was recopis& before its probable dcatmction 
dm* prepamtion of t?? -a for a fish farm. (wIZ W l e t i n  lL(1978). 8). b 
preliminary excavetion by 'dEG members exposed the m i l l  t i m b e r s ,  recovered lbth 
centmy pottery a d  established that it was nnlikely to be the blast furnace known 
to have existed eomwhere nearby. 'She Sussex Field Wt were then pmswdd to take 
over the site. h the above article Er. Oven Bedwin describes his excavatioll of the 
site where the *el p i t  and foundation tmbers were renbduibu well prerrerved in a 
water1ogged srtuation. !l%e timber mrtices and joints are EraM in detail  and, a8 
Er. Wuin eqhniaes,  can be almost exactly paralleled a t  Chingley (D.w. h e s l a y ,  
"Fevl Valley Iron Works" Royal Archaeological b t i t u t e  -ph 1975), shoving the 
close affinity in the conetraction of corn and irrm mills. 

The blaat m c e  a t  Batsford was eventualb found a t  the opposite end of the 
bay fmm the m i l l .  acmss the preeent sham and thus in a different pariah. A 
preljminaxy report by Dr. Bedwin ('m Bulletin 15(1979), 27-31) ha6 now been fol- 
loved by thc full publication in PostA4edieval Archaeology. The author is to be 
congratulated on the infozmative my he has dealt with these two sites, tbe docu- 
aentery evidenae putting the flesh on the bones of very competent arohaeological 
excavation. 

Member6 of the Sussex Archaeological Sociew will find both the a m  j d s  
in the library a t  Barbican Houae. Lewe. (3.r 

VIUG Pablicatiom for sale 

The folloving publications are available from: m. B.K. Eerbert, 1 Stsrljllg 
Way. &st Grinstead, Snssex, BHl9 w. Prices quoted include postage. 

A Cun-Casting Rrmace a t  Scarletta, Cowden, Kent. Bg: I).%. h a s l e y  m.90 
bn Abandoned Wieval Industrial Site a t  Farrock, Hartfield. % C.F. Tebhtt a-35 

The Excavation of a Late 1 6 t h k l y  17th Cen- Gun-CaetjPg Pomace a t  Wayntud's 
Gate, Crowborou&, Sussex 19751976. Bg: 0. B6dwj.n m.75 

The Rommt+Britiah Industrial Site a t  Bardom, Wadhnret. m: H. Cl- m-90 

Ths Excavaticm of &nmn Elooae~g Furnaces a t  M i e l d ,  Sllsw. Bg: C.P. l'ebbntt 
ei.15 

Bnlletin of the Wealden Iron Research Group. Vole 1 to 9 m.s 
V O I ~  10 to 17 m.90 each 
Vol 1 new seriee t3.M) each 

( ~ 0 8  5 and 7 ass out of print) 




