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Introduction 

During the past few years G h e w c a t i o n e  of nuusmu societies henre oontained 
editorial p the effects of inflation. U n f o r n b a t e l y  WlRG is  not 
inunune to this trend see of the inoreased aubseription (now G2.50). it has 

, become impossible to meet the costs of produchg two Bulletins each yeax. Your Con- 
mittee have, therefore, decided to publish one d Bulletin, of different f0-t 
but still containing all  the material of whioh it is desirable to bave a permanent 
record. 'Pkis w i l l  normally be available at the time of the AGM, 

To fi l l  the gap, and provide msmbers with more up-to-date information drrrlng the 
year, a Newsletter, of which tkis is the f i r a t ,  will  be pmduoed at about the time 
of the Winter Meeting. It i s  hoped to  include detai ls  of Field Group activi t ies,  
including interim reports of f i e ld  work which w i l l  eventually be frilly published in 
+hz Bulletin. The PIewslettex i s  not intended to  be a permanent reocrd, rtnd &id89 
for  publication should still be sent to  the Editor of the Bulletin (D.w. Crosdey, 
3ept. of Eoonomic History, Sreff i e l a  University, Sheff ie ld  10). However, the =tor 
cr Secretary of the Newaletter v i l l  be pleased to  receive repo&s of any relevant 
act iv i t ies  by members - have you visited any interesting s i tes ,  m u e m ,  or  exhibi- 
zions? Have you found any bloomery si tes? Have you &ny su~gestions for the emmar 
e r m i o n  and AGM? Please l e t  us bow. 

Letter from the ChaLnaan 

Cger Eliambera, 

"I.trs an ill wind tbt blowa nobody any good" - this old win$$ is M tsue &a 
ever. Eeoa la tw  costa may have prompted the ihtrodaofion of our Beudefter, kt 
'chis w i l l  reault in KEG membera being better ihfonned about twment acfi~ities fh$n 
in the paat. Our thanks are due to k & a r e t  Tebbutt for agreeing to e a t  the Newfa- 
l e t t e r  and to  Sue Swift fo r  takipg on the extra esmtaxia.l tmrk whish fhis new 
m e  w i l l  involve. 

I hope that members who cane to  our Annual General Meeting w i l l  forgive me tf I 
take U s  opportunity to repeat the nevs of some of our act ivi t ies  &ming the geet 
year, and t o  add a few post-AGX items of news. 

Let me begin with a brief deaaription of our act ivi t ies  on 7th Jaly. IiYr-9 
an interesting f o w  t o  Warren Purnace, where there are plenty of remsins still Co 
be seen, and members busied themselves traci9g: a ouloert and s p e ~ ~ b w  about 
whereabouts of furnace and wheelpits - a l l  helped along by the able w ~ W  
videti by Je- Eodgiciason. After this, we rn @t up in aa - t i~e  r9OcUe 
structicn of what is  in al l  likelihood the site of a deserted mediarrod 
wi+h a a b  bloomery si te .  Plenty to thinlr about there, aa we traced the h0ll.0~ 
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way, f i e ld  boundaries and pbsaible house platforme. Then a Shart AGM, a nice tea, 
and more chat followed by a moet interegting talk on the history of Waxwm flarraae 
by J e r e q  Bcd&&mon. I f  you unable to  come thl,s year, do fry to make it next 
year - I am mre you w i l l  enjoy it. 

One of the fasoinations of the Wealden iron induetry is  that it aan be studied 
from so different points of view. In fomt ion  gained by the traditional and 
very W i d  docwientaq approach has been added t o  by archaso1ogiaa.l . -*  ., . exaavat*, 
by Bxperimllts dss i~p~ed  td t e s t  our theories. 

Interesting work has been going on '@is year in tracing families of immmkerm; 
i n  aareful sifting of d o m n t a r y  evideqae; i n  oollating the reaults of fielavork; 
and in describing vasious excavatiom. It is perhaps invidious to  pick out any of 
these for  speoial mention, for  each is  valuable. However, I ahould mention an 
tant 'first*, and that is the discovery of our first Saxon jxammrkbg sites, O n e  a* 
Euriton snd one on Ashdown Forest (see Bulletin No. 17, page 15). The lack of evid- 
ence of Saxon ironworking in the Weald has long pul;%led us. How odd thaf these two 
s i t e s  8hauld be found within moh a short time, and so f a r  distant from each ofhert 
Howwer, as  with so muoh excavation, the partiel eolufion of one problem has pre- 
ted w w i t h  another. W i t h i n  and around .$he furnace of the Ashdown Forest bloomary 
were many burnt f l in ts .  We are assured by the experts that flint has no place in 
the ohemioal process of hmmmelting. Hawever, flint exglodes when subjected to 
sharp heat, and it ha8 been suggested that t h i s  would W e  prevented an untapped 
M c e  from becoming clogged with slag. Roger Bdems ha8 been testing th is  idea in 
a recent bloomery ezperiment. 

The gwpoeed W l X  book is now t r u l y  under way. All the wateepowered d t e e  htlrre 
been visi ted and described. A few -cia1 ones have been m y e d  i n  detail. David 
Croseley is Bdding his dooumentary evidence to  our f i e ld  reports. The bloomeries i n  
our given area have been plotted, although reports of thew continue to coma in fmm 
other areas for  inolwion i n  the gaeeteer. 

There have been two major disappointments. Efforts to pereuade the autlmoritie~ 
to undertake the oormolidation of Pippingford Paraace and open this to the publio 
have so far come to nought beoause of the eoonomio situation. Unintentiond v&&d- 
i ~ r m  by a l o a d  Water B o d  has led to  the vir tual  destruction of a water-powered 
site, without the opporttmity fo r  WIIEG members to record any evidence that he.- 
been visible. We have beea asaured that such a thing w i l l  not happen again, but 
this is a warning to  us all ta watch carefully any earth moving o r  demolitim work 
for arohaeologiad widanoe. WIFiG officers and members of the aommittee w i l l  be 
grateful for  information, and even more so for  help i n  watching and re- euoh 
sites. 

Oa a more aheerf'ul note, WIBG members have aontirrued t o  amauge exhibitions and 
to give talks about Wealden Imn. There are now permanent exhibitiana at Haxfed 1LU11 
and at Anne of Cleves museum, Lewes. The l a t t e r  i s  a new and m f i c e n t  aman&- 
ment of major finds euch as the cannon F r o m  Pippingford, and the boring bar from 
Stream &maw mounted so as  t o  ahow how the boring procese W d  hme worke8. 
Several UIRG membere now speak on Wealden iron, and audienoes have ranged Prom 70 
to  80 for  large publio lectures to perhaps a dosen pbpple belonging to  a small 
local aooietJr. 

Work planned for  this winter inoluBee b o a  fielaw* and exoapgtion. Detail0 
may be obtained from offioers and membepp of the c d f f e e  an8 f ie ld  mup. More 
helpers are always welcome, and we should ljke to ham frorn societies, fielilgroape 
and other enthusiasts who would be i n t e m k d  in resesrohFng Walden i ron  i n  other 
axem. 
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I hope to see you at our Winter General Meeting. In t& meantime, %He cormPitfae 
and I would l ike  to wish dl WIRG members a very happy &isbaa and a Nod New Ye8r. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Dot Meades 

Field G ~ U D  Activities 

Thds year the Field Group is continuing to  excavate a t  Eugge.bta Farm) High 
Eumtwood, where there is  a mediawal dwelling s i t e  aseociated wi* -by Lmn 
wrkiuga. Meetings are on the fourth Sunday in each month ooprmenchg at 10 am. 

!l'he Field Gmup w i l l  also be go* on forays. During a foray we w a l k  &ow 
s%reams or througk fielda, looking for  bloomery slag or  othe~? s- of an frolti 
working si te .  We meet a t  11 am and u&ly c a m  a packed lunch w h i c h  es  aommed 
a t  a convenient spot on our travels. It is  proposed that the forays this winter w i l l  
be along the l ine  of the proposed Mar&sfieldfickfield Bypass. 

Two foraye have rilready taken place on 1 s t  and 15th November. 'Pheee, at Heath- 
f ie ld  and Chiddi@q, were to  look fbf signa of a second furnace near the eite of 
one already known, following a documentary lead. Xo furnace was fowl on eifber 
occasion, but a couple of blornnery s i t es  were noted. 

New members of the Field Group &I? alwap~ very welcome and if you would l ike  
detai ls  of our activi t ies,  excavatiom or  foreys/field walUbg, please get touoh 
wi th the~ec re t a ry .  SPllS 

Westfield Form (~Q81W72) 

A t  the end oE September Fred Tebbutt received a telephone dall Mr. J.A. hfP 
reporting that the Southern Water Au'Ghoritiy, during work ox¶ the 1:iver be&# at the 
s i t e  of Westfield forge, had levelled the part of the ba;y jying east of tkLe Pre-Xlt 
sham. Alan Soott promptly visited the site and found -the bay completely b s b  
myed apart Fcom the small section to  the west of the streBm, and its conatifuent 
materials spread along the bank. This maderial yielded fbPge cinder, pieces of clay 
pipe, h n  nails and r isers,  roof t i l es ,  some blase furnaoe $i@, $ad lawll ahrrraod 
and black soil .  In the a h a m  were me-,jr korge bottoms. Some aubsfantid 
stones were exposed along the line of the domatreem side of the bay, and an iron 
I'so*l 3.4 m long was lying nearby. 

Written protest was made t o  the Water Authority who h a m  expressed their regret. 
It is hoped that  a detailed accoun* of the s i t e  w i l l  appear in a future Bulletin 8nd 
that the sow w i l l  be plaoed in a local museum. E?T 

Pipeline N e w  

Since the report in Bulletin 17 (p 15) of the dtsoovery of a bbomery s i t e  on 
Ashdown Forest we now have the most interesting &'imporfant newa that  the srchaeb 
magnetic dating places it i n  the ninth century AD. So now we seally have OUT fire* 
Wealden Samn iron working si te .  We still  await the resul t  of the radio-osrbon 
dating from Haxwell and metdlu~gica l  slag tes t s  by Aston University. 

Chanoe having given us thi~ very special "goody" it seemed unlilrely a t  maoh 
more of intereet would tmn up, and this has indeed been the case. Since thl ftorrr 
and a half miles have been walked following the l ine  to 'Ehree W d  on the hmet  
and thenoe tbrough Old Lodge estate to  cross the main road, on the &rest a m ,  
betoreen G i l l s  Lap and Kin@ Stanjling. From here the pige goes direct the 
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underground reservoir being bui l t  a t  Blackhills, Greenwood Gate. A new line s t a r t s  
fbm here towaxds Crowborou&, paaoing just east of Kings 8- Farm and reaahing 
the main road a mile south west of Crowborou&. The only thing of interest  in all  
this walking was near standing F ~ L  (a t  .TQ 476205) where, in an area i n  the 
l'i~hi* of Imown bloomeries, a hearth adjacent to a probable collapsed turf hut was 
revealed. The hearth was certainly not associated with iron smelting, but perhaps 
w i t h  a forging process. Unfortunately no dateable ar t i facts  were f c d  Fn m i t e  of 
o a r e m  excavation. The crossing of the l ine  of the London-Lewes Roman road, quite 
close to the reservoir, was cgmpletely negative of awy signs to indicate its preaenoe. 
Perhapa the American tmks in the l a s t  war were to  blame. 

The next past of tha line, through Crowborwgh golf oourse, will be vatobed w i t h  
interest. CFT & Wl! 

Four bloomry experiments have been t r ied a t  The Pheasenw 8o far this year. 
f i r s t  was in a 1% inch diameter tapping flumace with ohalk added ta the ohax@. 

The second, also i n  a 1@ inch flumace, was blom hard and used a high Wooal 
to ore ratio. This produced about 1 l b  of cast iron. 

The third try was a 17* inch diameter non-tapping tgpe w i t h  a bawl in the baee 
and f l i n t s  were added to  the charge. No large slagblook was produced an8 I think 
this type requims several %uyeres. 

The f o W  trial was an 11 inch tapping furnace w i t h  the tuyere inolined up a t  
20'; only a fen ounces of iron ware made. Experiments are continuing. RJA 

&on-vo rking s i t e  a t  Basaetts Manor. Ebztfield 

An iron-wrlsing s i t e  w h i c h  Straker does not seem to ham uppreciated is near 
Baasetts Manor in Hartfield, Sussex, where a blast-flumace has been found, about one 
mile dowmtream fsom Cansiron forge. Water power for  driving the bellows was ob- 
tained from a lea': jnstead of the usual bay holding back a pond. Ib Jodocumta h e  
been found concerning this new aite,  which is being called Bsssetts IWcnaoe, despite 
some elementary &ocumeniary research. A Ail1 report w i l l  be i n  the next Bulletin. BH 

Exhibitions 

A rather interesting exhibition was organisad i n  conjunction with Hamewood 
Church, whioh i a  celebrating its 100th anniveraaxy .this year. 'Ruo forges operated 
in the area, Bower and Canairon, i n  conjunction with Scarletts and Cowden Upper Blast 
Rmmoea. The exhibition was made up of Wealden Iron photcgraphs and the model 
Wealden forge made by I*. Smit!~ of b a s h  Weald, borrowed h m  Anne of Cleves i%~eum, 
Lewes. This se t  the exhibition off pmticularly well w i t h  the clanging of the tilt 
hammer resomdjng mound the church. The model was operated via a coin mechadm, 
with the intention of donating the money. to  the restoration of the Church clock, but 
Mr. K.N. Bembow, the organiser, inaisted that the money went to  WIIIG, for  vrhioh we 
are most grateful. 

A s  uaual the automatic slide show w i t h  commentary a t  Haxted M i l l  Mtmeum has 
been watched by some 2M0 to 3000 people, in spite of some mechanical poblem 
a t  the beginning of ths season. The p b l e m  haa been overcome by not wing 
120 minute cassette tapes, which have proved to be very unreliable. A major 
r e d e s i s  i s  being undertaken for next year, so that instead of turning the casaette 
tape over every four shows, the new design w i l l  aubmatioally return the tape to  
the stazt af ter  each 10 minute sbow. T N ~  w i l l  release Woodrow, the amator, 
frcm the cassette--over chore. 
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I This year WIRG waa invited by Mt. Ian Dean, the matar of the Chalk Pi t s  
a t  Amberley, t o  se t  up a permanent exhibition there. Unfortunately, due to  delaya 
i n  getting the exhibits together, the showcase promised tlo us was ueed for other 
purposes. Nevertheless, room bas found in the pay kiosk for  a d l  display during 
the main holiday season. Next yeas we hope to  have the e m b i t i o n  s e t  up pemmk + 
ently inside the museum. Help w i t h  this project waa given by Htella Bellem and 
David Combes. BH 

Ebernoe Furnace 

The autumn 1980 Newsletter of Sussex T h a t  for  Nature Comemation 0am50s 
an acoount of the purchase by the hvet of Ebernoe Common. Said to be one of ths 
f inest  woodland% of its ty-pe in Southern &gland, the Comrmon also inoludes supple- 
mentary habitats of open scrub, poMa and pasture. One of these ponds is in fact 
that serving E%ernoe Furnace (ST 976277) and is of about four acres, still in 
water with a marshy area a t  its head. The s i t e  of the w o r k i n g  m a  of the Armacra, 
downstream of  the bay, is  also now ewampy. 

Straker (wealden Iron, page 423) notes that l i t t l e  is Imo% h i s t o r i d l y  of 
the hzrnace but that it is mentioned i n  Norden's Surveyors Didogue a8 among thome 
that "devoured many famous woods1'. 

Ebernoe Common is to be an open seseme, and can easily be approached from 
Ebernoe Church. NT 

Eroavationa a t  this s i t e ,  whioh some members w i l l  have se& at the 1980 hsve 
been suspended unt i l  the spring, while further advice is sough* end 
tes t s  are conducted. Pottery evidence k s  ali?eady suggested a '1 3/14, century date. 

Recent work has revealed the possibil iw of a third hearth, close the h 
already excavated. Them i s  also an unexcavated s i t e  about 100 m upstream. J68 

Publications for  sale - 
The following publications axe available From: Elr. B.K, herbert, 1 Sterling Way, 

East Grinstead, Susleex, I(H19 3HG. %ices qwted incl'ude post-. 

A Gum-Casting a t  Scaslette, Cowden, Kent. w: D.W. &Skle$+. &a90 

An Abkndoned Mediaeval Industrial s i t e  a t  Pahock, ~&rt f ie l&.  by: C.F. Tebbutt. m.35 
A 16th Century Wealden Blast Furnace. A Report on Excavations a t  P-dge, 

Sussex 1964-1970. By: D.W. ksssley.  m.75 
The Excavation of a Late 1 6th/E..lY 17th Century Gun-Casting m e  a t  Gate, 

Crowborough, Sussex 1975-1976. By: 0. Bedwin. m.75 
The Rommc-Bitiah Industrial Site a t  Wdom,  Wadhurst. m: H. flee-. m.90 

The Baavation of Three Roman Bloomery Fccrnaces a t  Hartfield, Sussex. By: C.F. Tebbutt 
n .IS 

Bulletin of the Wealden Imn Researoh Group. Vols. 1 to  7 e0.75 each 
vols. 8 to  17 m.90 each. 


