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Introduction

During the paet few years the publications of numerous aoeie‘ciss have contained
editorial lementations-regarding ‘the effects of inflation, Unfortunately WIRG is not
_~immune to this trend end, inspite of the increased subscription (mow £2.50), it has
become impossible to meet the coste of producing two Bulletins each year. Your Com-
mittee have, therefore, decided to publish one annual Bulletin, of different format
but still containing all the material of which it is desirabdle to have a permanent
record., This will normally be available at the time of the AGM,

To £ill the gap, and provide members with more up-to-date i.nftsmation during the
year, a Newsletter, of which thig is the first, will be produced &t about the time
of the Wintér Meeting, It is hoped %o include details of Pield Group activities, :
including interim reports of field work which will eventually be fully published in
the Bulletin. The Newsletter is not intended to be a permanent: Tecord, and apticles
for publication should still be gent to the Editor of the Bulletin (D.W. Crossley,
Dept. of Boonomic History, Sheffield University, Sheffield 10). However, the Bfitor
cr Secretary of the Newsletter will be pleased to receive reports of any relevant
activities by members - have you visited any interesting gitee, museums, or eshibi-

tione? Have you found any bloomery sites? BHave you any suggestions for the gpummer
excursion and AGM? Pleasge let us lmow,

Letter from the Chairman

Daar M&m'berﬂ ’

"It's an il) wind that biowa nobody any good" - thias 0ld ssying is as true as
ever. Esoalating coste may have prompted the ihtroduction of our Newsletter, but
this will result in WIRG members being better informed about turrent activities than
in the past. Our thanks are due to Marguret Tebbutt for asgreeing to edit the News-
letter and o Bue Swifi for teking om the extra secretarial woxk which this new ven-
ure will involve.

I hope that members who came to our Annual General Meeting will forgive me if I
teke this opportunity to repest the news of some of our activities during the past
year, and to add a few post-AGM i‘tems of news.

Let me begin with a brief deseription of our activities on Tth July, Hrstlar,
an interesting foray to Warren furmace, where there ere plenty of remains still to
be seen, and members busied themselves tracing a culvert and speculeting about the
whereabouts of furnece and wheelpite - all helped along by the able commentary pro-
vided by Jeremy Hodgkinson. After this, we were ceught up in an imaginastive recon-
stmiction of what ig in all likelihood the site of a deserted mediaeval village,
with a neayby bloomery site. Plenty to think about there, as we traced 'bh;‘:;llow
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way, field boundaries and possible house platforms. Then a Short AGM, a nice tea,
and more chat followed by & most interegting talk on the history of Warren furnace
by Jeremy Hodgkinaon, If you were unsble to come this year, do try to make it next
year — I am sure you will enjoy it.

‘ One of the fascinations of the Wealden iron industry ia that it can be studied
from po many different pointe of view., Information gained by the traditional and
very velid documentary approach has been sdded to by archasological excavation, and
by éxperimenita designed to test owr theories.

o

Interesting work has been going on this year in tracing families of irvonworkers;
in careful sifting of documentary evidence; in collating the resulte of fieldwork;
and in describing various excavations. It is perhaps invidious to pick out amy of -
these for special mention, for ench is walusble. However, I should mention an impor-
tent Tfirat!, and that is the discovery of our firet Saxon ironworking sites, one at
Buriton and one on Ashdown Forest (sece Bulletin No. 17, page 15). The lack of evid-
ence of Saxon ironworking in the Weald has long puzzled us, How odd that these two
sites should be found within such a short time, and so far distant from each othex!
However, as with so much excavation, the partial solut:.on of one problem has presen—
ted us with another, Within and around the furnace of the Ashdown Forest bloomery
vere many burnt flintas, We are assured by the experts that flint has no place in
the chemicsl process of iromsmelting., However, flint explodes when subjected to
sharp heat, and it has been suggested that this would have prevented an untapped
furnace ﬁ'om becoming clogged with slag. Roger Adame has been testing this idea in
" a récent bloomery experiment.

The proposed WIRG book is now truly under way. All the water-powsred sites have
been vigited and described. A few epecial ones have been gurveyed in detail, David
Crossley is adding hie documentary evidence to our field reports, The bloomeries in
our given area have been plotted, although reports of these contimue to come in from
other areas for inclusion in the gazeteer.

There have been two major disappointments. Efforts to persuade the authorities
to undertake the consolidation of Pippingford furnmoce and open this to the public
have so far ocome to nought beceuse of the economic situation. Unintentionsl vendal-
ism by a local Water Board has led to the virtual destruction of a water-powered
site, without the opportunity for WIRG members to record any evidence that may have
been visible, We have been assured that such a thing will not happen again, but -
this is a warning to ue all to watch carefully any eaxrth moving or demolition work
for archaeclogical evidence. WIRG officers and members of the committee will be
grateful for information, and even move so for help in watching and recording such
eites,

On = more cheerful note, WIRG members have contimued to arrange exhibitions and
to give talks about Wealden Iron., There are now permanent exhibitions at Haxted Mill
and at Anne of Cleves museum, Lewes. The latter is & new and magnificent arrange-
ment of major finds such as the cannon from Pippingford, and the boring ber from
Stream Furnace mounted so as to show how the boring process would have worked.
Several WIRG members now speak on Wealden iron, and awdiences have ranged from 70
to 80 for large public lecturee to perhaps a dozen poople belonging to & small
loeal society.

Work plenmed for this winter includes both fieldwork and excavation, Details
mey be obtained from officers and ‘membegp of the committee and field group., More
helpers are always welcome, and we should like to hasx from lacz.eties, fieldgroups
and other enthusiasts who would be mtemted in reesearching Uealden iron in other
areasd.

. /.o .I
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I hope to see you at our Winter General Meeting. In the meantime, the committee
end I would like to wish 2ll WIRG members a very happy Christmas and a gdod New Year.

Yours sincerely,
Dot Meades

Field g roup Activities

This year the Field Group is continuing to excavate at Huggetts Farm; High
Hurstwood, where there is a mediaeval dwelling site associeted with mearby iron
workings. Meetings are on the fourth Sunday in each month commencding at 10 am.

The Field Group will alac be going on forays. During a foray we walk along
streams or through fields, looking for bloomery slag or other signs of an iron-
working site. We meet at 11 am and ubually carry a packed lunch which es consumed
at a convenient spot on our travels. I+% is proposed that the forays this winter will
be along the line of the proposed Marésfield/Uckfield Bypass,

Two forays have already taken place on 18t and 15th November, These, at Heath~-
field and Chiddingly, were to look fob signs of a second farnace near the pite of
one already known, following a documentary lead, No furnace was found on either
occasion, but a couple of bloomery sites were noted. '

New members of the Field Group ai'e always very welcome and if you would like
details of our activities, excevations or forays/field walkihg, please get in touch
with the secretaxy. BME

Westfield For TRB1L172

At the end oF September Fred Tebbutt veceived a telephone call fvom Mr, J.A. Page
reporting that the Southern Water Authority, during work on the river banks at the
pite of Westfield forge, had levelled the part of the bay lying east of the present
atream. Alen Scott promptly visited the site and found the bay completely dest-
royed apart from the small section to the wesat of the etream, and its constituent
materials spread along the bank, This ma¥erial yielded forge cinder, pileces of clay
pipe, iron nails and risers, roof tiles, some blast furnmace dlag, ahd much charceal
end black goil, In the stream were meny Forge bottoms. Some subgtantiel dressed
gtones were exposed along the line of the downstream side of the bay, and an irom
"sow" 3.4 m long was lying nearby.

Written protest was made to the Water Authority who have expressed their regret.
Tt is hoped that a detailed account of the pite will appear in a future Bulletin and
that the sow will be placed in a local mupeum. P

Pipeline News

Since the report in Bulletin 17 (p 15) of the dlscovery of a bloomery site on
Ashdown Forest we now have the most interesting and'’important news that the archaeo-
magnotic dating places it in the ninth century AD, So now we really have our firet
Wealden Saxon iron working site., We still await the result of the radio-carbon
dating from Harwell and metallurgical slag tests by Aston University.

Chanoe having given us this very special "goody" it seemed unlikely that smuch
more of interest would twrn up, and this has indeed been the case. Since then four
end a half miles have been walkted following the line to Three Wardes on the Forest
and thence through 014 Lodge estate to cross the main road, on the Forest again,
between Gille Lep and Kings Standing. From here the pipe goes direct to the new

Junderground
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underground reservolr being built at Blackhille, Greenwcod Gate. A new line staris
from here towards Crowborough, passing just east of Kings Standing Farm and reaching
the main road & mile south west of Crowborough. The only thing of interest in all
this walking was near Kings Standing Farm (at TQ 476205) where, in an area in the
vicinity of kmown bloomeries, a hearth adjacent to a probable collapsed turf hut was
revealed. The hearth was certainly not associated with iron smelting, but perhaps
with a forging process. Unfortunately no dateable artifacts were found in spite of
careful excavation., The croassing of the line of the London~Lewes Roman road, quite
close to the reservoir, was completely negative of any signa to indicate its presence.
Perhaps the American tanke in the lagt war were to blame. :

The next part of the line, through Crowborough golf course, will be watched with
interest. CFT & MT '

Experimental Bloomsry Furnsaces

Four bloomery experiments have been tried at The Pheasantry so far this year. The
first was in a 12% inch diameter tapping furnace with chalk added to the charge.

The mecond, also in a 12% inch furnace, was blown hard and used a high charocoal
to ore ratio. This produced about 1 1b of cast iron, .

The third try was a 173 inch diameter non-tspping type with a bowl in the base
and flints were added to the charge. Yo large slag block was produced and I think
this type requiwes several fuyeres.

o The fourth trial was an 11 inch tapping furmece with the tuyere inclined up at
207; only a few cunces of iron wars made, Experiments sre continuing. RJA

fron~working site at Basgetts Manor, Hartfield

An iron-working site which Straker dces not geem to have eppreciated is near
Bassetts Manor in Hertfield, Sussex, where a blast-furnace has been found, about one
mile downstream from Cansiron forge. Water power for driving the bellows was ob-
tained from a leat instead of the usual bay holding back a pond. No documents have
been found concerning this new soite, which is being celled Bassetts Furnace, despite
some elementary documeniary research, A full report will be in the next Bulletin, BH

Exhibitions

A rather interesting exhibition was organized in conjunction with Hammerwood
Church, which is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year. Two forges operated
in the area, Bower and Cansiron, in conjunction with Scarlettes and Cowden Upper Blaat
Purnaces. The exhibition was made up of Wealden Iron photcgraphs and the model
Woalden forge made by Mr., Smith of Burwash Weald, borrowed from Ame of Cleves Mueeum,
Lewes, This set the exhibition off partiocularly well with the clanging of the tilg
hammer resounding around the church, The model was operated via a coin mechemiem,
with the intention of donating the money to the restoration of the Church clock, but
Mr. K.M. Bembow, the organiser, insisted that the money went to WIRG, for which we
are most grateful.

As usual the automatic slide show with commentary at Haxted Mill Mueeum has
been watched by some 2000 to 3000 people, in spite of some mechanical problems
at the beginning of the season. The problem has been overcome by not uging
120 minute cassette tapes, which have proved to be very unreliable. 4 major
redesign is being undertaken for next year, so that instead of turning the cassette
tape over every four shows, the new design will automatically return the tape to
the start after each 10 minute sghow. This will release Mr. Woodrow, the curator,
from the cassette-turning—over chore.

/This
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Thie year WIRG was invited by Mr, Ian Desn, the curator of the Chalk Pits Museum
at Amberley, to met up a permanent exhibition there. Unfortunately, due to delays
in getting the exhibits together, the showcase promised Yo us was used for other
purposes. Neverthelema, room Was found in the pay kiosk for a small display during
the main holiday scason. Next year we hope to have the ekhibition set up permen- *
ently inside the mumeum, Help with this project was given by Btella Bellem and
David Combes. BH ' '

Fbernoe Furnace

The autumn 1980 Newsletter of the Sussex Trust for Nature Conservation carries
en account of the purchase by the Trust of BEbernoe Common. Said to be one of the
finest woodlands of its type in Southern BEngland, the Common also includes supple—
mentary habitats of open scrub, ponds and pasture. One of these ponds is in fact
that serving Ebernoe Furmace {SU 976277) and is of about four acres, still in
water with a marsghy area at ita head. The site of the working area of the furnece,
downsetream of the bay, is also now sBwampy.

Straker (Wealden Iron, page 423) notes that little is kmown historicelly of
the furnace but that it is mentioned in Norden's Surveyors Dislogue as among those
that "devoured many famous woods",

Ebernoe Common is to be an open reserve; and cen easily be approached from
Ebermoe Chuxch. M7

Suythford Mediseval Bloomery, Worth Tq 359389 |

Broavaetions at this site, which some members will have sebh at the 1980 AGM; have !
been suspended until the spring, while further advice is scught and archaeomaghetic
tests are conducted. Pottery evidence has already suggested a 13/1L century date.

Recent work has revealed the possibility of a third hearth, close to the two
already excavated. There is also an unexcavated site sbout 100 m upstream, JSH

WIRG_Publications for sale

The following publications are availablé from: Mr. B.X: Herbert, 1 Stei:ling Way,
Bast Grinetead, Sussex, RH19 3HG. Prices quoted include postage.
4 Gun~Casting Furnacé at Scarletts, Cowden, Kent. By: D.W,. Crossley. £0.90
An Abendoned Medimeval Industrial Site at Patrock, Hartfield, Hy: C.F. Tebbutt, €0.35

A 16th Century Wealden Blast Furmace. A Report on BExcavations at Panningridge,
Sussex 196)4~1970. By: D.W. Crossley. £0.75

The Excavation of a Late 16th/Barly 17th Century Gun-Casting Furnace et Maynard's Gate,
Crowborough, Sussex 1975-1976. By: 0. Bedwin. £0.75

The Romanc-PBritish Industrial Site at Bavrdown, Wadhurst. By: H, Cleere. £0.90

The Excavation of Three Roman Bloomery Purnaces at Hartfield, Sussex., 3By: C.F. Tebbutt
£1.15

Bulletin of the Wealden Iron Research Group. Vols. 1 to 7 £0.75 each
Vola., 8 to 17 £€0,90 each.,



